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rolled among the benefactors and ornaments of modern science." 
The selection of its figure, to represent a constellation in the 
heavens, is a striking testimony to the sense entertained by the 
scientific world of its importance. The department of optics 
made a favorite study with him. As fast as he had made an 
improvement, without taking pains to identify himself with it in 
any public way, it was his practice to introduce it at once to 
usefulness, by communicating it to the mathematical instrument 
makers in England. His correspondence to this end with the 
Messrs. Adams, Messrs. Jones, and others, was voluminous, 
His last work of the kind was a stand for a telescope, on which 
it rests in a solid bed, with perfect firmness, and is at the same 
time movable in every direction, and by the slightest touch of 
the finger. He ends his description of the contrivance, as pub- 
lished by the American Academy, thus ; " I made the brass 
work myself, and finished it on my birth-day, — eighty years 
old." 

Our exhausted space forbids further particulars. The scien- 
tific journals will do better justice to this man of equal genius 
and modesty. Mr. Upham's notice of him is such as might be 
expected from the biographer of Vane, writing with the advan- 
tages of personal intimacy. 



12. — Characteristics of the Present Century. A Baccalaureate 
Address, Sfc. By the Rev. J. Adams, President of 
the College of Charleston, South Carolina. Charles- 
ton, South Carolina. 8vo. pp. 11. 

This is a very appropriate address, from the head of a Col- 
lege to a class of young men, just completing their academic 
career. It is on the characteristics of the present century, 
which the author describes with force and eloquence. The 
theme is obviously suited to the time, the occasion, and the per- 
sons. After some happy allusions to the ceremonies by which 
the transition from youth to manhood has been observed among 
different nations, Dr. Adams passes directly to the discussion of 
his subject. The first characteristic of the age, which he con- 
siders, is the success which has attended our efforts for the en- 
largement of man's dominion over physical nature. In this con- 
nexion he gives a glowing sketch of the changes introduced by 
the power of steam, and anticipates improvements more wonder- 
ful than any yet made. The second prominent characteristic, 
which he discusses, is the cultivation and advancement of the 
sciences, by which our age is rendered illustrious. In treating 
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this topic, he touches upon the great leading discoveries in As- 
tronomy, Natural Philosophy, and the Pure Mathematics, form- 
ing an assemblage of the triumphs of human intellect, which no 
past age can rival or approach in splendor. The third charac- 
teristic, is the system of foreign Colonization pursued by the mar- 
itime nations, especially Great Britain. The consequences of 
this system are delineated with sagacity and power. The fourth 
characteristic is the impulse given to the great cause of civil and 
religious freedom in this age. The fifth and last characteristic 
that is illustrated, is the increased attention devoted to the spir- 
itual wants of mankind. These are the topics which Dr. Adams 
selected for the consideration of the young men he was about to 
send forth from his charge, to take their part in the duties and 
responsibilities of life. The spirit in which this address is written, 
cannot be too much commended. The author of it takes a wide 
and philosophic view of the blessings by which this age is pre- 
eminently distinguished ; and the tone of feeling, which ani- 
mates him, is religious and liberal. The style is easy, flowing, 
and in some passages eloquent. It is a discourse calculated in 
every respect to leave upon the mind of its hearers very favora- 
ble and useful impressions. 



13. — Literary Remains of the late William Hazlitt, with 
a Notice of Ms Life, by his Son, and Thoughts on his 
Genius and Writings, by E. L. Bulwer, Esq. M. P. 
and Mr. Sergeant Talfourd, M. P. New York. 
Saunders and Otley. 1836. 8vo. 

William Hazlitt is an author who has acquired notoriety, 
but not fame. His various contributions to the miscellane- 
ous literature of the age, have been widely read, and by some 
vehemently applauded. They have been thought worthy to be 
collected into a volume, and printed, accompanied by a biograph- 
ical sketch by his son, " Some Thoughts on the Genius (?) of 
William Hazlitt," by Mr. Bulwer, further thoughts by Mr. Ser- 
geant Talfourd, a letter by Charles Lamb, and six sonnets to 
Hazlitt's memory, by a lady. This formidable introduction 
ought perhaps to awe into silence every doubt of Hazlitt's super- 
eminent excellence; and yet, after reading the volume care- 
fully through, we cannot help feeling some surprise, at the man- 
ner in which its contents are spoken of, by those who have lent it 
the sanction of their names. The judgment of Mr. Bulwer is 
not, however, very surprising ; neither would it be surprising, if 
it were precisely the reverse. But that a man of Mr. Talfourd's 
exquisite genius, could have written what he has written about 



